
Barbecue, Freedom and Global Warming 
 

A lot of people I know live for weekends. We love the freedom that comes with time earned and 

spent away from work. One of my favorite things to do is fire up the grill, kick back with friends 

and family, and enjoy a juicy burger or steak on the back porch. 

But if you value your freedom and like an occasional steak, then listen up. There are well-funded 

organizations that think your selfish lifestyle will eventually lead to the catastrophic destruction 

of planet Earth. If you prefer to get your protein from dairy products, you're not off the hook. 

That's because cows that provide milk, butter and cheese might be contributing to global 

warming. Don't laugh; cow flatulence is a source of methane, a powerful greenhouse gas. 

Dr. Rajendra Pachauri, the head honcho at the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) recently told the London-based Observer that we should all help avert a global crisis by 

giving up meat once a week and "decrease it from there." This notion seems laughable except for 

the fact that this organization and other environmental groups are trying to control your behavior 

through the heavy hand of your government. One huge international attempt to control our 

behavior was called the Kyoto Protocol. 

The whole premise for promoting restrictions on our collective behavior rests on the shaky 

theory that humans are the primary cause of global climate change. Never mind that the world 

has been going through alternate periods of heating and cooling long before mankind came onto 

the scene. Environmentalists like to point out that our recent industrial and agricultural progress 

is responsible for the release of large amounts of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses 

into the atmosphere. As a result, they claim Mother Earth will overheat, Arctic ice will melt, 

coastal towns will become submerged, civilization will end and so on. Here's the problem: There 

are a growing number of reputable scientists who say there is no proof whatsoever that humans 

are causing global warming. Many of these smart guys and gals believe that climate change is 

caused by complex interactions between many naturally occurring variables like fluctuations in 

the sun's energy output. Don't believe me? Listen to what 61 well-qualified experts said in an 

open letter to the Prime Minister of Canada: 

"While the confident pronouncements of scientifically unqualified environmental groups may 

provide for sensational headlines, they are no basis for mature policy formulation. 

"When the public comes to understand that there is no 'consensus' among climate scientists about 

the relative importance of the various causes of global climate change, the government will be in 

a far better position to develop plans that reflect reality.  

"'Climate change is real' is a meaningless phrase used repeatedly by activists to convince the 

public that a climate catastrophe is looming and humanity is the cause. Neither of these fears is 

justified. Global climate changes all the time due to natural causes and the human impact still 

remains impossible to distinguish from this natural 'noise.'" (Financial Post, Toronto, April 6, 

2006) 

The message is clear. Public policy, based on sensational headlines and speculation is at our 

doorstep. 

According to some, Earth's very survival depends on things like the light bulbs we choose, our 

thermostat settings, how much meat we eat and so on. Do you see where this is going? Here's the 

real danger. These gloom-and-doomers want to control your behavior. They will do it by getting 

Congress to pass laws that chip away at our freedom. Perhaps a little "carbon tax" might be 



added to your grocery bill every time you purchase meat and dairy products. Countless industries 

will be shaken up, or down, depending how you look at it, and your livelihood may be put at risk 

in the name of the "greater good." 

Don't get me wrong. If I knew that changing my eating habits would save glaciers and prevent 

hurricanes, then I might be inclined to trade my favorite meatball sandwich for a tofu hoagie. But 

the jury is still out on the correlation, if any meaningful one exists at all, between these things. 

Of course, we should encourage one another to make positive choices that benefit the 

environment. The danger is that policy makers who exercise power over our economic and social 

lives will be given free reign to make bad policy and divert scarce resources to futile projects. 

Shouldn't the wealth created by the sweat of hard-working Americans be put to better use by 

trying to solve problems that are actually within our control? 

Let's take a peek back to 1975. The April 28 issue of Newsweek contained an article that opened 

with this frightening statement: 

"There are ominous signs that the Earth's weather patterns have begun to change dramatically 

and that these changes may portend a drastic decline in food production - with serious political 

implications for just about every nation on Earth. The drop in food output could begin quite soon, 

perhaps only 10 years from now." 

The readers were informed that, "Last April, in the most devastating outbreak of tornadoes ever 

recorded, 148 twisters killed more than 300 people and caused half a billion dollars' worth of 

damage." 

Hmmm, sounds familiar. Was Newsweek ahead of the curve in 1975 by sounding an early 

warning about catastrophic global warming? Hardly. In fact, the title of the piece is "The Cooling 

World." The author concludes: 

"Climatologists are pessimistic that political leaders will take any positive action to compensate 

for the climatic change, or even to allay its effects. The longer the planners delay, the more 

difficult will they find it to cope with climatic change once the results become grim reality." 

Clearly, the "grim reality" of global cooling has not yet come to pass. And now the whole thing 

is topsy-turvy. It reminds me of the Robert Frost poem that begins, "Some say the world will end 

in fire, some say in ice." If nothing else, the lesson here is that we should all be skeptics when it 

comes to the latest predictions of gloom and doom. Guard your freedom and your paycheck 

before they are both squandered on false propositions and shaky science. If you don't, your 

government may one day force you to eat more tofu and ride your bicycle to work. 
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