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 Some critics of the new federal health care law have argued that the law, if enforced as 

written, will make health plans more expensive, and will lead to less access to health care, not 

more as was promised by our benevolent nannies in Washington. Now even someone at the 

federal Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) concedes this point. She is a 

spokeswoman for that department and her name is Jessica Santillo.  

 In late September McDonalds Corp., the United Federation of Teachers and 28 other 

groups were granted certain waivers by the Obama Administration regarding compliance with 

the new law. The move confirms the news that the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

might force McDonalds to drop insurance coverage for thousands of its employees and Santillo 

admitted the waivers “were granted to insurance plans and companies that showed that employee 

premiums would rise or that workers would lose coverage without them.”  

(Source:http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/health/2010-10-07-

healthlaw07_ST_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip) 

 This must have been an embarrassing moment for Ms. Santillo’s boss, HHS Chief 

Kathleen Sebelius. Ms. Sebelius has recently accused insurers of lying because some of them 

have sent out letters warning their customers that the requirements of the Affordable Care Act 

will cause their premiums to go up. These waivers granted by HHS make it clear that the new 

health care law, if enforced, will lead to higher health insurance costs. The insurers were not 

lying and deserve an apology from Ms. Sebelius.  

 Meanwhile, for most of us, the Affordable Care Act will not live up to its name. Instead 

the future will bring higher costs, less care, and an opportunity for those whose ultimate goal is 

government-run health care. Some employers who are required to provide coverage for their 

employees will be forced to lay off workers in order to remain profitable. That means more 

people out of work because of bad government policy. Some of us are not at all surprised.  

 

 

 


