
Obamacare’s Bully 

Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius' Sept. 9 letter to the health insurance 

industry makes it crystal clear to me that the Obama administration is out of control. In the letter 

she states: "It has come to my attention that several health insurer carriers are sending letters to 

their enrollees falsely blaming premium increases for 2011 on the patient protections in the 

Affordable Care Act ... there will be zero tolerance for this type of misinformation and 

unjustified rate increases." Does the Obama administration get to decide which information is 

false and which is not? Apparently it thinks it does.  

 

"Zero tolerance"? What kind of threat is this? "Unjustified rate increases"? Since few people 

understand the extent of the cost increases that will result from the new health care law, the 

Obama administration's position that their plan will not really increase health care costs very 

much is preposterous, not provable, and most likely a falsehood in and of itself. History shows 

that the projected costs of federal entitlements are almost always underestimated (and not by a 

little) by those in the government who have tried to hustle these programs to the American 

people.  

 

Sebelius went on in her letter, "... I ask for your help in stopping misinformation and scare tactics 

about the Affordable Care Act." The real question is who will protect unsuspecting Americans 

from the misinformation and scare tactics used by President Obama and his central planners?  

 

Sebelius continued, "I want AHIP's members to be put on notice: the Administration, in 

partnership with states, will not tolerate unjustified rate hikes in the name of consumer 

protections .... We will also keep track of insurers with a record of unjustified rate increases: 

those plans may be excluded from health insurance exchanges in 2014.Simply stated, we will not 

stand idly by as insurers blame their premium hikes and increased profits on the requirement that 

they provide consumers with basic protections."  

 

So there you have it. The Obama administration's message is clear: The medical insurance 

industry is an evil, unethical beast. But remember, it's not just the insurance industry; Obama has, 

in at least one of his speeches, attacked doctors as well for being a greedy lot.  

 

The bullying tactics used by the Obama administration — in general to vilify legitimate, legal 

businesses that provide services that people want and jobs to boot — seems more like the modus 

operandi of a dictator like Hugo Chávez. And look at what Chávez has done to Venezuela. This 

tactic of pinning the blame on someone else to deflect one's own shortcomings is nothing new. 

History is replete with examples.  

 

The frightening question is how much permanent damage has been done by this administration, 

and will the country recover?  

 

Brian Murphy 

(Santa Fe New Mexican, September 18, 2010) 

 


