
Racist Savagery or Honest Political Disagreement? 

In response to Orlando Romero’s commentary last Sunday, “Hasn’t our country gotten beyond 

racist savagery?” I do not deny that Mr. Romero has a right to express his opinion that President 

Obama’s political opponents are racist. Some probably are, but Mr. Romero’s thinly veiled 

attempt to slime many fine Americans as racist simply because they disagree with liberalism and 

the Democrats’ big-government, mega-debt, agenda is unconscionable. Rather than using 

innuendo to make vicious attacks against dissenting citizens, Mr. Romero should use logic and 

reason to promote Mr. Obama’s policies. His comments are an indication that some liberal -

progressives would rather smear political opponents with an unfounded charge of racism to 

“persuade” Americans over to their side in the current public debate, rather than make a case that 

will find public support based on its merits.   

As I write this, I see a report that President Obama has recently addressed the race issue on 

David Letterman’s show. He essentially pointed out that he was a black man during the 2008 

presidential campaign and could not have been elected to the highest office without the help of a 

lot of white people. Considering that blacks are only about 12% of the population, race relations 

have surely come a long way to make this possible. Amen. Racially motivated violence is now 

relatively rare in the United States. Compare this with some countries, where opposing ethnic 

groups murder one another on a large scale. I don’t understand Mr. Romero’s prepossession for 

attributing evil motives to a large portion of our citizens. While our country is not perfect, 

Americans for the most part live at peace with one another. 

Now, speaking to the real issues, which, I suspect, were behind Mr. Romero’s article in the first 

place. The country has embarked on a very dangerous path that is creating an enormous and 

unsustainable public debt. At some point this fact will catch up with us, and it doesn’t bode well 

for future generations of Americans. Are the proposed taxes on energy, which, we are led to 

believe, will save the planet, in the best interests of low income families and our dwindling 

manufacturing sector? Is the left’s push for universal healthcare going to lead to cheaper, better 

healthcare for most Americans? We already know Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security are 

going to go broke as more and more baby boomers begin to retire. Then is it fair to ask whether 

future, i.e., younger wage earners and tax payers can afford to support the current proposed 

increase of government involvement in our healthcare?  

Broadly speaking, does Mr. Romero read the headlines like I do? Every week there is another 

revelation that some politician or civil servant has been caught ripping off the people they claim 

to serve. The approval rating of Congress is near an all-time low. Are these the people we want 

give the power to rule over every aspect of our lives, especially when it comes to our healthcare 

and matters of life and death? History and even recent experience shows that we would be wise 

to be skeptical of the people who populate our government. In fact, it’s an American tradition. 

One of my favorite quotes by the French economist Frederic Bastiat says it all about the promise 

of big government: “Government is the great fiction through which everybody endeavors to live 

at the expense of everyone else.” 



Mr. Obama confidently makes the sweeping claim that he will help fund his healthcare proposal 

by eliminating waste, fraud and abuse in the healthcare sector. Note that this is an admission by 

him that there is a funding problem. This is because of the immutable fact ignored by many 

liberals that there is no such thing and never will be such a thing as free or even “cheap” 

healthcare. 

Before we take the next leap of faith, I challenge the proponents of socialized medicine to first 

prove that it is possible to eliminate the waste, fraud and abuse in our current Medicare system. 

That would be a first good step. In the meantime let’s not cloud the real issues with a phony issue 

about race.  

Brian Murphy 

 
(A version of this opinion piece appeared in a “My View” column of the Santa Fe New Mexican on 
September 22, 2009.) 

 


